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Honors American Literature  

Summer Reading Assignment 2016-2017 

 

Purpose… the meaning of l if e… 

At this time in your life, you are actively creating your own story. Through trial and 

error, through love and hatred, through friendships, through school, through work, through family, 

through lots and lots of contemplation and thinking, you are creating the story of your life.  So why 

do we, as humans, love stories so much? It’s because we relate to them, we want guidance from 

others, and we want wisdom from those before us. We love stories simply because they make our 

own story so much more valuable and they validate who we think we are. 

 

One of the greatest parts about living in the United States is the vast amount of culture that 

surrounds our daily lives. We are unlike any other country in the world in terms of how many 

cultures interact with each other on a daily basis.  This is what makes American Literature so 

fascinating.  So, what is the purpose of all of these stories? It’s to convey meaning.  One of the 

best ways to invoke a strong response from readers is to entrench symbolism into our stories.  A 

complex idea is implanted into a simple object, so that when we see the object again, either in the 

story, or in life, we immediately think of that complex idea…and then the job of the symbol is 

done…it allows us to constantly remember, appreciate and learn from the complexity of our stories. 

 

Assignment: 

With that said, I want you to further your life’s story by challenging you to read someone else’s 

story and learn valuable life lessons from it. Specifically, how does the symbolism in the piece of 

literature influence the universal themes and concepts being presented? How does symbolism 

heighten these concepts and allow you to dig deeper into the story?  How does the symbolism of this 

story influence your own life story? 

 

Writing: 

1. Annotate the novel as you read, so you know where to find examples of the symbols and 

themes. This will prove indispensable within the first week of class. 

2. Choose one symbol that is prevalent throughout the novel and show what it reveals about a 

chosen universal thematic statement. Write a 3-5 page paper giving at least three pieces 

of specific evidence throughout the text to prove your assertion.  Do not write a book report.  

Assume that I have read the novel.  Use proper MLA formatting.     

3. While thinking about universal themes, write a second paper showing how a particular 

symbol in your chosen book connects to a theme in your own life story in no more than two 

pages. Use proper MLA formatting. 

 

 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 

(over) 
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Choose your book from the following titles: 

 

1. Catch-22 by Joseph Heller 

2. Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

3. Moby Dick by Herman Melville 

4. The Sun Also Rises by Ernest 

Hemingway 

5. A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty 

Smith 

6. The Jungle by Upton Sinclair 

7. The Portrait of a Lady by Henry James 

8. Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora 

Neale Hurston 

9. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by 

Mark Twain 

10. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by 

Ken Kesey 

 

ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

 

 

 


