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 2017 Grade 8 Honors Summer Assignment 

DUE THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL  

READ…everyday… Lose Yourself in a Good 

Book 

  

Parents and guardians, we encourage you to go through the choice list with your 
child to help select a book appropriate for your child's age and maturity. 

 

1. All the Light We Cannot See, Anthony 

Doerr 

2. Between Shades of Gray, Ruta Sepetys 

3. Code Name Verity, Elizabeth Wein 

 

4. The Boys in the Boat, Daniel James 

Brown 

5. Unbroken: A World War II Story of 

Survival, Resilience, and Redemption, 

Laura Hillenbrand 

 

Directions: 

1. Read one of the listed books. 

2. Write five reflective passages (type written, see specific instructions below) 

3. Complete the Plot Diagram 

4. Complete one of the three Creative Projects (Alternate Ending, Advertisement, or 

Scrapbook) 

 

1. Write 5 reflective passages (each may be more than one paragraph) in which you state a 

claim, provide evidence and explain with reasoning.  These reflective passages are required to 

be typed. 
a. Keep the enduring understanding in mind and reflect on your novel by writing five 

reflective passages (5-8 sentences each).  

b. Each reflective passage must begin with a different sentence starter from the list 

below. 

c. These responses should demonstrate in-depth understanding or analysis of your 

chosen novel as well as reflection of the enduring understanding.   

d. Enduring Understanding: Reading fiction encourages us to think about what it 

means to be human. As we read fiction, we learn not only about characters but also 

about ourselves, others, and how we might relate to one another,  

 

I noticed… I wonder…    The central issue(s) is/are… 

I was reminded of… I think…   One consequence of    could be… 

I’m surprised that… I’d like to know…  If    then… 

I realized… If I were…    I’m not sure… 

Although it seems… 
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Plot Diagram 
 

Create a plot diagram of one of the novels read during the summer. Pay particular attention to how the 

author moves the story along revealing key information at just the right moment. 

 

Plot diagram may be hand-written.  
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CREATIVE PROJECTS 
1. ALTERNATE ENDING 

Write a new ending for the story, a new adventure for the main character, or the beginning of a sequel.  

The tone and format should be the same as the original novel.  If you get rid of old characters, then tell 

what happened to them; if you invent new characters, then describe them.  This should be at least two 

chapters long.  It is required that this is typed. 

 

2. ADVERTISEMENT 

Create an advertisement poster that we can hang in the school that will encourage other students to read 

the book. It should be attractive, easy to read and persuasive. You should use actors and props to help 

your audience understand the characters and plot of the book. The purpose of an advertisement is to 

encourage people to read the book, so make the book look good! 
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3. SCRAPBOOK 

A scrapbook is a book that is a collection of pictures and mementos that serve as a memory bank for a 

particular person.  It tells things this person did and things that were important to him or her.  The 

scrapbook you will make will be a representation of the events in the life of the person you are reading 

about.  You will want to put yourself in this person’s shoes and think about what he or she would find 

important enough to save in a scrapbook. 

 

a. Scrapbook Cover   - The scrapbook cover should include the main character's name, title 

of the book, and the author’s name. Be creative as to how you incorporate each of these 

elements into the cover! Illustrate the cover so it reflects the main character that created it. 

 

b. Journal Entries - Write at least five (5) journal entries from the main character's point of 

view that gives a summary of the book. The journal entries should include: 

i. a description of the following: main character & setting – beginning of the book 

ii. a description of three (3) major events from the middle of the book 

iii. an entry that reflects the conclusion 

Each entry should be one paragraph – at least five sentences. Entries must include the 

date. Typed entries will be glued or taped into the scrapbook 

c. Pictures and Photographs  - Include at least five pictures or photographs which show: 

i. the main character in a scene from the book 

ii. the character's family or friends 

iii. the main character's major accomplishment 

iv. the setting of the story 

v. a picture of your choice 

Paste the pictures throughout the scrapbook and include an explanation that 

describes what is shown in each. 

d. Letter to a Friend ~~~ Letter from a Friend  - Write two letters for this section. 

Address it to the appropriate character and tape it in the scrapbook. 

i. Letter 1 - Write the first letter from the main character's point of view and address 

it to a secondary character.  In the letter, describe the main problem (in complete 

detailed paragraphs) that the main character faces in the story. 

 

ii. Letter 2 - Write the second letter from the secondary character's point of view to 

the main character. In the letter describe the solution (in complete, detailed 

paragraphs) to the main character's problem as it happens in the story. 

 

 

e. Souvenirs and Mementos  - Draw, create, collect, or find at least six souvenirs that the 

main character would have put into the scrapbook. These objects should reflect events in 

the story or important aspects of your character. Include an explanation next to each 

object describing its significance. 
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Name:                                    Total Points:    

 

Teacher Comments: 

 

 

Category 10 8 6 4 2 

Written Work Project is presented with 

excellent written skills 

(grammar, spelling, fluency of 

speech) 

Project has few 

errors in 

written skills 

Project has errors in 

one area of written 

skills 

Project has many 

errors in written 

skills 

Project has too 

many errors to 

understand the 

student’s objective 

Assignment 

Requirements 

Project meets all requirements 

from the assignment sheet 

Project meets most 

of the requirements 

from the assignment 

sheet 

Project meets some 

of the requirements 

from the assignment 

sheet 

Project meets few of the 

requirements from the 

assignment sheet 

Project meets none of 

the requirements 

from the assignment 

sheet 

Neatness /  
Written Ending 
Flow 

Project is neat and orderly / 

Written ending flows well and 

brings the reader a different 

perspective, but can’t tell the 

ending was written by 

someone other than the 

original author. 

Project is mostly 

neat and orderly/ 

Written ending 

mostly flows 

and matches the 

storyline of the 

book 

Project looks as if it 

was completed at 

the last minute  / 

Written ending 

seems disjointed 

from book 

Project is messy and 

disorganized / Written 

ending doesn’t match the 

book or even offer the 

possibility of happening 

Project is not 

complete and messy 

/ Written ending was 

so far off, the reader 

could not comprehend 

Relation to Novel The relation between the novel 

and the project is clearly 

evident 

The relation 

between the novel 

and the project is 

evident when the 

student explains 

The relation 

between the novel 

and the project is 

weak 

The relation between 

the novel and the 

project is not 

explained 

The relation 

between the novel 

and the project is 

non-existent 

Evidence of 

Reading 

The project provides ample 

evidence of the student’s 

having read the novel 

The project 

provides some 

evidence of the 

student’s having 

read the novel 

The project 

provides evidence 

that the student has 

read some of the 

novel 

It is evident that the 

student has not finished 

the novel 

It is evident that the 

student has read 

none of the novel 

Effort The project shows great effort 

and planning 

The project shows 

good effort and 

planning 

The project shows 

some effort and 

planning 

The project shows 

little effort and 

planning 

The project shows 

no effort or 

planning 


